
facebook.com/elementalbeacon

info@elementalbeacon.com
Nicola Mustone

Founder and DM

D&D Workshop for Beginners

Abilities

races


Classes

SKILLS


Background

mailto:info@elementalbeacon.com


facebook.com/elementalbeacon

info@elementalbeacon.com
Nicola Mustone

Founder and DM

Character ability scores & skills

Physical abilities


Strength


Dexterity


Constitution

Mental abilities


Intelligence


Wisdom


Charisma
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Character races

Dwarf

Elf


Halfling

Human


Dragonborn

Gnome


Half-elf

Half-orc

tiefling
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Dwarf

Constitution +2

Speed 25 ft, medium size

Darkvision

Poison resistance

Expert about stonework

Hill dwarf


Wis +1

More HP

Mountain dwarf


STR +2

More armor choice
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Elf

Dexterity +2

Speed 30 ft, medium size

Darkvision

Better perception

Cannot be charmed, doesn’t sleep

High elf


INT +1

Free magic

More languages

Wood elf


Wis +1

Speed 35 ft

Hides easily

Dark elf


Cha +1

Better dark vision

Free magic

Hates sunlight
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Human

Everything +1

Speed 30 ft, medium size
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Dragonborn

Strength +2, charisma +1

Speed 30 ft, medium size

Damage type based on ancestry

Breath weapon

More resistant to damage
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Gnome

Intelligence +2

Speed 25 ft, small size

Darkvision

Mental Magic resistance

Forest gnome


DEX +1

Free magic

speak with beasts

Rock gnome


con +1

Artificer expert

Tinkerer
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Half-elf

charisma +2, any two +1

Speed 30 ft, medium size

Darkvision

Cannot be charmed

More skilled
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Half-orc

strenght +2, constitution +1

Speed 30 ft, medium size

Darkvision

Intimidating

Hard to kill

Hits really hard
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tiefling

intelligence +1, charisma +2

Speed 30 ft, medium size

Darkvision

Resistant to fire

Innate infernal magic
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Classes

Barbarian

Bard


Cleric

Druid


Fighter

Monk


Paladin

Ranger

Rogue


sorcerer

Warlock


Wizard
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Barbarian

Resistant to damage

Hits hard


Based on STR & CON
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Bard

Charming and persuasive

Full spell caster 

Jack of all trades


Based on Cha & DEX
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Cleric

Priestly champion of a god

Full spell caster 

Proficient with weapons, armors

And tools


Based on wis & CHA (CON/STR)
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Druid

Wields the power of nature

Can transform into beasts

Full spell caster


Based on wis & INT (CON/DEX)
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Fighter

Expert combatant

Lots of fighting features

Can be melee and ranged


Based on STR/dex & CON
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Monk

Lots of attacks per turn

Can walk on walls and stun

Can have basic magic


Based on dex & WIS
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Paladin

STICKS to their oath

Champion of a god usually

Half spell caster


Based on cha & STR/CON
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Ranger

Excellent ranged character

Good with swords too

Good with beasts

Half spell caster


Based on DEX & WIS
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Rogue

Sneaky

High damage in one hit

Can avoid damage easily


Based on DEX & CON/INT
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sorcerer

Born with powers

Uses a pointS to empower magic

Full spell caster


Based on CHA & COn/DEX
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Warlock

GETS POWERS FROM ANOTHER BEING

RECOVERS on short rests

Full spell caster


Based on CHA & CON/DEX
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Wizard

GETS POWERS by studying

Can learn spells from books/scrolls

Full spell caster


Based on INT & CON/DEX
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Character ability scores & skills

Acrobatics (DEX)

Animal handling (wis)


Arcana (int)

Athletics (str)

Deception (cha)


History (int)

Insight (wis)


Intimidation (cha)

Investigation (int)

Medicine (wis)

Nature (int)


Perception (wis)

Performance (cha)


Persuasion (cha)

Religion (int)


Sleight of Hand (dex)

Survival (dex)
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Character backstory
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DO & do not

Do do not
Make sense in the world you’re in


Make sense with the choices you made

Tell your past shortly

Write telegraphically


Use punctuation and line breaks

Be clear with your goals


Create lore

Kill your parents


Be credible

Have an open ending

Write an essay

Be epic


Write everything in one paragraph

Be a lone wolf


Kill your parents

Have a closed ending


Add content to justify character choices
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Where are you born?

Who are your parents? Are they alive?


Where do you live now?
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What hardship did you go through, if 
any?


Lost your parents? Survived war? Been 
a slave? Made an archenemy?
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How did this hardship change your 
character?


Are you looking for vengeance? 
Redemption? Fortune? Love?
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Who has an interest in you? A friend? A 
lover? A family member? An enemy?
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What is your end-goal? Why are you 
adventuring and what do you want to 

achieve by the end of the game?
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Example of bad backstory

My rogue is known as Balthazar. His hair is red like the blood, and his eyes black like 
his soul. Balthazar is the only-son of the king. He has been given command of the 
entire army to prove his worth, but during the battle of the mountain pass, he failed 
his father, sending 200.000 men to their death against the orcs who were ambushing 
them in the mountain pass. Balthazar couldn’t believe what he had done. His father, 
the king, punished him by exiling him into the under dark of the kingdom, never to 
return. But Balthazar returned! He killed the king and the queen and got his 
vengeance. The guards chased him down but he managed to flee the castle and the 
land. he’s now wandering this world looking for a future. He made money being a 
mercenary, killing a dragon in the village of blackwater, and destroying an hag 
coven all by himself in driftwood. He’s renown by the locals as… the black blade.
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Let’s rewrite it
My name is Balthazar, red hair, dark eyes.


I’m the only-son of the local mayor and I’ve been sent to the guard post to learn what 
it means to be a man, as father says.


We went on a patrol with other guards, we got attacked by 3 bears. Everyone died, 
except me. I was a coward. I hid and fled the bloodbath while my friends were being 
eaten alive.


Father couldn’t forgive me and disowned me. I kissed goodbye to my mother and left 
my hometown in tears.


I now wander this continent in search of redemption for the mistakes of my youth. 
Maybe one day my father will take me back.


I survive by doing small jobs for locals. I accept anything, even if illegal. I need gold, 
I am hungry. 
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Example of bad backstory

I am Norsenth, a fighter Goliath from the north. I am the leader of a small clan of 
fierce Goliaths who fight for their own glory only.


I have been challenged by one of the clan members and I have killed him. I have been 
challenged again, and killed again. And again. And again. Until none of the clan 
members were alive except me.


I Now live in the capital.
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Let’s rewrite it
I am Norsenth, a fighter Goliath from icewind dale. I am the leader of a small clan of 
fierce Goliaths who fight for their own glory. The clan’s name is “Ice breakers”.


I have been challenged by one of the clan members, vurlok, and I have killed him. A few 
others challenged me, but none of them won. I kept control of the clan, until one 
day, while moving our village from the mountain to the hill, a snow slide surprised us. 


I was the only survivor. I traveled to the capital, fearing the mountain and the harsh 
climate of icewind dale.


I now search for peace and quite as an unarmed fighting teacher. Until one day, a 
little man came to my door, telling that he was recommend to talk to me. He was 
looking for a guide to the north. I felt joy when I saw the opportunity of going back 
home, and I knew that I had to take this job. So I did, and met the rest of the party that 
was traveling with this man. We are now on the way to ice wind dale.


I can’t wait to see my home again.
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Example of good short backstory
I am a kobold who lives in avernus. I am the loyal Servant of Arkhan the cruel, paladin 
of Tiamat. One day I hope to become like him and be the right hand of Tiamat.


I have been sent on a little quest to prove myself gathering souls for our queen and 
savior Tiamat the great. I decided to start a church of kobolds while working on my 
quest. I am sure that my queen will be pleased to see that I am spreading her word 
with all these peasants. Maybe it also attracts some more kids so that I can get their 
souls.

___________________________


My name is Norton and I am an orc medic, cleric of life. I only use natural methods, like 
amputation and poisons. None of my client ever complained.


I am on a field trip to learn new techniques from the humans. The orc chieftain says I 
might be a bit too violent with my clients, so he wants me to learn some softer 
techniques and then come back to help the clan.
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Thank you for listening!

Questions?
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